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Biicker Bii 181B / Sk 25 Bestmann
‘WWII Trainer’

EN

The Bicker Bu 181 was of similar design and construction to its predecessors, the famous and successful German sporting
and training aircraft the Bucker Bu 131 and 133 but that was where the similarity ended as the new type was a monoplane with
an enclosed cockpit canopy protecting the crew of two who sat side by side. The low mounted wing was of wooden
construction with plywood and fabric skinning while the fuselage mid section consisted of tubular steel framework covered
with fabric and the rear fuselage was awooden shell.

The prototype bore the German civil registration D-ERBV and was taken aloft for the first time during February 1939 with
Arthur Benitz at the controls. The flying qualities of the new machine were found to be excellent and, following thorough flight
testing by the German Ministry of Aviation (Reichsluftfahrtministerium) it was introduced into service with the Luftwaffe as their
standard training aircraft with official name 'Bestmann’'. Production commenced in 1940 and there were two main versions, the
B and C which differed due to their powerplant being either a Hirth HM 500 A or B. The need for training aircraft grew as the war
progressed so the type was not only produced by the parent Biicker company in Rangsdorf, but Fokker in the Netherlands and
Zlin in the then Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia also set up production lines too. After the end of the war, the Bucker
Bestmann continued to be produced in liberated Czechoslovakia for the military and also civil aviation markets, with several
different powerplants installed. During the war licence production of the Bestmann was also carried out in Sweden as the Sk
25 and in 1950 Egypt's Heliopolis Aircraft Works obtained licence rights from Czechoslovakia to produce its own version
known as the Z-381 Gomhouria (or "Republic") powered by a Walter Minor 4-111 engine.

Although it was primarily a trainer the Bii 181 Bestmann was also used for light liaison duties but towards the end of the war as
things proved more desperate for the Germans it was even pressed into action as a ground attack aircraft armed with either
four anti-tank grenade launchers or Panzerfausts, with two mounted on each wing, or even three 50kg bombs carried in
a special rack. A large number of Bestmanns were pressed into service with the British Air Forces of Occupation (BAFO)
immediately after the war as light liaison aircraft and were later passed on to the French. Those machines of Swedish,
Czechoslovak and Egyptian origin flew until the 1960s and some of them can be seen in the sky even today.

€2

Blcker B 181 navazal konstrukéné na uspésné sportovni a cviéné dvouplosné Buicker Bii 131 a Bl 133. Na rozdil od nich byl
ale Bu 181 dolnoplosnik s pevnym podvozkem a zakrytou kabinou. Konstrukce kfidla a ocasnich ploch byla dfevéna,
Castelné potaZzena preklizkou, zbylé &asti platnem. Pfedni €ast trupu byla tvofena trubkovou konstrukci s platénym potahem
a zadni dfevénou skorfepinou s pfeklizkovym potahem. Dvouclenna osadka sedéla vedle sebe. Prototyp s oznaenim
D-ERBV zalétal v Gnoru 1939 Arthur Benitz. Vlastnosti nového stroje byly vynikajici a ddkladnych testech Rigského
ministerstva letectvi byl Bl 181 vybran jako standardni cviény letoun Luftwaffe. Dostal oficialni pojmenovani Bestmann.
Sériova vyroba Bl 181 byla zahajena v roce 1940 a vyrabény byla verze B a C, liici se variantami motoru Hirt HM 500 A a B.
Vzhledem k potrebé cviénych letount se béhem valky Bl 181 vyrabély v tovarné Blcker v Rangsdorfu, ale i v holandské
tovarné Fokker a ve Zliné v tehdejSim Protektoratu Béhmen und Mahren. Ve Zliné pokracovala vyroba i po valce pro
Geskoslovenské letectvo i civilni sektor v nékolika verzich s rlznymi typy motori. Béhem valky byly vyrabény Bu 181
v licenci ve Svédsku jako Sk 25. V roce 1950 koupil Egypt &eskoslovenskou licenci Z-381 (Biicker Bii 181 s motorem Walter
Minor 4-111). Firma Heliopolis je vyrabéla jako typ Gomhouria.

Béhem valky byly stroje Luftwaffe uzivany jako cvi¢né, ale na konci valky se zapojily obrannych bojl nad stale zmensujicim se
uzemim RiSe. Do bojli byly nasazeny stroje vybavené &tyfmi panzerfausty nebo zavésnikem pro pumu o vaze 50 kg. B&hem
valky bylo nékolik strojii ukofisténo vemi hlavnimi &leny spojenecké koalice. Svédské, Seskoslovenské a egyptské stroje
létaly do Sedesatych let, nékolik strojli éta dodnes.

Rozpéti: 10,60 m, délka: 7,85 m, max. rychlost: 215 km/h, dolet: 800 km, dostup: 5000 m
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MOZNOST VOLBY

INSTANT CYANOACRYLATE GLUE
POUZIT KYANOAKRYLATOVE LEPIDLO
ZYANOAKRYLATKLEBER

ADHESIF CYANOACRYLAT

SYMBOLS

COURBER

ACHEVER

\_“C CUT OFF/DRILL

REZAT/VRTAT
/ ENTFERNEN
4 DETACHER

SCRATCH BUILD
ZHOTOVIT NOVE
FERTIGSTELLEN

(A\  coLour
GSl NATRIT

FARBEN
colours code PEINDRE
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step1

Barvy GUNZE/ GUNZE Golour No.

H81/C55 90%

Cerné / Black H2/C2 @) Svyc. Khaki zelend / Swiss Khaki Green 121/ 0oty 4 0%
Barva pneu / Tire Black H77/C137 Dfevo / Wood H37/C43
©) Bila / White H1/C1 @) Barva plétna / Tan H27/ C44
RLM 65 Svétla modra / RLM 65 Light Blue H67 /C115 Cerveni / Red H3/C3
% RLM 66 Tm. Seda / RLM 66 Drk.Grey H416 / C116 Barva kiize / Red Brown H17/C29
(% RLM 70 Cer. zelena / RLM 70 Blk. Green  H65/C18 % Fluts / Yellow H4/C4

(% RLM 71 Tm. zelena / RLM 71 Drk. Green  H64/C17 Hlinik / Aluminium H8/C8









Scheme C

step 18

Cc7

@3

Scheme A/B

-

Scheme A/B
C5

Scheme C
Cc8

C6

> step 18
TG

NOTE/Pozn.:
Position of the landing gear

on the next page.
Pozice podvozku viz dalsi strana.



A few Tips and Tricks for easler assembly

Foryour 1/48 Biicker Bii 181 kit you can info at www. specialhobby. eu
also get the excellent resin set Q48404 o ” .

Biicker Bii 181/Zlin Z-181 Main Wheels, Q48404 Blcker Bii 181/Zlin Z-181
sold separately 14 Main Wheels

for Special Hobby kit
- PUR - Polyurethane parts

1/48
Pro 1/48 stavebnici Blicker Bii 181 také :
nabizime excelentni resinovy set Q48404 2
Blicker Bii 181/Zlin Z-181 Main Wheels,
prodavany samostatné

_________________________

Scheme C
only



Biicker Bl 181, SF+WR, Flugzeugfiihrerschule (Pilot Training  Bliicker Bi 181, SF+WR, letecka Skola FFS A/B 23, zakladna
School) FFS A/B 23, Kaufbeuren, Germany, Summer 1943. Painted =~ Kaufbeuren, Némecko, léto 1943. Stroj, v barvach RLM 70/71 shora
in RLM 70/71 on top surfaces and RLM 65 below, the machine wore ~a RLM65 zespoda, nesl na motorovém krytu znaky $koly
the FFS unit badge on its engine cowling (it was the town of (kaufbeurenskou méstkou véz zvanou Fiinfknopfturm).

Kaufbeuren tower called "Fiinfknopfturm").

A Light Blue B  DarkGreen  C  Black Green D  Red E  Yelow F  Tire Black G Aluminium ﬁaic’naﬁ
SV. modra tm. zelena Cernozelena Cervend Zluté barva pneu hiinik
O RLM65 - RLM71 - RLM70 - HIC3 O H413/0113 H77/C137 H/C8
H67/C115 H64/C17 H65/C18

SH48173 Blicker Bii 181 Bestmann



Biicker Bii 181, GL+SI, Flugzeugfiihrerschule FFS A/B 43, Biicker Bii 181, GL+S!, letecka Skola FFS A/B 43, zakladna
Crailsheim, Baden-Wiirttemberg, Germany, September 1943. Crailsheim, Badensko-Wi!irttembersko, Némecko, zafi 1943. Stroj,
Camouflaged in a standard Luftwaffe camouflage scheme of RLM v barvach RLM 70/71 shora a RLM65 zespoda, nesl na motorovém
71/71 on top of RLM 65, with the badge of the school unit (which  krytu znaky Skoly (erb mésta Crailsheimuy).

was, in fact, a coat of arm of Crailsheim).

A Light Blue B  DarkGreen  C  Black Green D  Red E  Yelow F  Tire Black G Aluminium ﬁaic’naﬁ
SV. modra tm. zelena Cernozelena Cervend Zluté barva pneu linik
O RLM65 - RLM71 - RLM70 - HIC3 O H413/0113 H77/C137 H/C8
H67/C115 H64/C17 H65/C18

SH48173 Blicker Bii 181 Bestmann



Sk-25 (licensed Blicker Bii 181), No.268/5, Swedish Air Force

Flying School (Krigsflygskolan) / F5 wing, Ljungbyhed air base,
Sweden, 1945.

Sk-25 (licencni Blicker Bii 181), No.268/5, letecka $kola Svedského
letectva (Krigsflygskolan) / kfidlo F5, zakladna Ljungbyhed, Svédsko,

1945.

Scheme C
A —

3130 29

36 29 30 32

A Olive Green W25 B Orange C  Red D Tire Black E  Aluminium ﬁs%c’naﬁ
- olivové zelena W25 - oranzové Cervena barva pneu hiinik
H309 70% + H52 30% H14.95% + H3 5% H/C3 H77/0137 HiC8
C30970% + C12 30% C5895% + C35%

SH48173 Blicker Bii 181 Bestmann
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‘German Night Bomber & Winer'
SIebeI SI 204E 1/48 /Aero C-38 Bomber MASK

1/48 sets for Siebel Si 204/Aero C-3

. t(e
,‘ P ‘ »‘( v Q48352 Q48353
, \

Wheels Pilots' Seatshﬁ Q » S

F48367 Q "
F48357 F48358 F48359 Luftwaffe WW2 / [ P 4415
Mechanic Airman (Cleaning Rigger (Prop  CS Post-War Q48354 ==~  German WWII Aircraft
(Engine Repair) Canopy Glazing) Maintenance)  Aircraft Mechanic ~ Prop Spinners Maintenance Toolbox

H1018
Triangle Razor Saw (1pc)

yy A new type handle for

our razor saws. H1019
Also contains H1018 and H1019 spare saws. Multi-Shift Razor Saw (1pc)

ﬁ QBC’BU facebook. com/spe0|alhobby|WWW SPEC| ALHOBBY EU @
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SH48210

‘Baby Blitz Bomber’
Heinkel He 177A-3 Greif 1/48

Special Hobby offer for 1/48 Heinkel He 177 Greif kit as well:

speca
Heinkel

He 177A
M48027 Grelf 1148 gHeinkel He 177A-3/5
for Special Hobby kit 15 ee S .
Resin Parts Zh :, \ : l

OO0 00C JL) sl

He’nkel He 1 77A P48053 Heinkel He 177A
Englne Set 1/48 Undercarriage Legs

ast set recommended for Special Hobby kits

eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee

4515 German WWII Aircraft P

1/48 Maintenance Toolbox ﬂ

more at www.specialhobby.eu
hoeeu EJ facebook.com/specialhobby AR




