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Hi-Tech

AT-6 Texan / Harvard ‘Little Warrior’

@ The AT-6 Texan/Harvard is most likely the most famous of the WW2 training aeroplanes, it also arguably is one of the most
famous aeroplanes ever built. Its origins dates back to the late 1930 when the designers of the recently established North
American company proposed the NA-16 project to fit the requirements issued by the USAAF calling for a so-called basic trainer.
The NA-16 was a standard low-wing monoplane of mixed construction, the pilots's cockpits were left open in a true old fashion
way. The USAAF, however, sent back updated request for a handful of changes o be incorporated in a new prototype, including an
enclosed cockpit, which give birth to the re-worked NA-18 prototype. This type was later produced for the USAAF under the
designation the BT-9 and for the Navy as the NJ-1. Further modernization saw the change in the airframe construction which
turned to being semi-monococque and as such, the type was produced for the USAAF as the BT-14, under a contract with the
RAF as the Yale Mk.l and for the French as the NA-64. Next version, the BC-1/SNJ-1 was already fitted with retractable
undercarriage, it reverted to a fuselage with fabric covering though. The RAF placed an order for this version, calling it the Harvard
Mk.1. The final version of the type became the BC-1A, which featured both the semi-monococque fuselage construction and the
retractable gear. The BC-1A became later redesignated the AT-6 as the USAAF introduced
a new category of aeroplanes, the advanced trainers, differing from the earlier basic trainer by the increased weight and engine
power. The US Navy operated the type as the SNJ-2. Several more versions were being developed to meet the still changing war
needs, bringing to existence the AT-6A, B, C, D and F airframes, all of which were powered by various versions of the R-1340
engine. Only the AT-6E was fitted with a Ranger V-770 powerplant and the type did not go beyond the prototype stage. After the
war, the production line was delivering the AT-6G version airframes. Both the Navy and Marines operated the Texans too, calling
the SNJ-2 through to SNJ-7. The SNJ-4 was fitted with an arrestor hook and was used for carrier landing trainings of naval airmen.
The Harvards produced for the UK differed in many respects, as required by the customer. The Mk.Il version was the AT-6(BC-1A)
in the US parlance, the Mk.IIA was basically the AT-6C. At the Noorduyn production plant, the Mk.IIB were produced under
licence. The Harvard Mk.lll originated in the AT-6D version, while the Mk.IV Harvard was a post-war development corresponding
the AT-6G airframes and remained in production in Canada until 1951.

According to the version built, the Texans/Harvards were put in service eitherin pilot's or gunnery training role. The Harvards were
operated not just with the RAF, they also went to other air forces of Commonwealth nations as were the RCAF, RNZAF, RSAAF,
SRAF or the IAF. Because of the total number of built and also due to their excellent performance, they literally flooded the air
forces across the world in the post war years. What also contributed to this was that the type had been really good at the light
ground attack role, the type also saw the Korean War in the forward air control role. The total list of the military operators of the
type is quite wide, indeed.

Span: 12.81 m, length: 8.84 m, heigth: 3.57 m, max. speed: 335 km/h, ceiling: 7,400 m, range: 1,175 km.

@AT—6 Texan/Harvard je patrné nejslavnéjs$i cviény letoun druhé svétové valky a jeden z nejslavnéjSich letounl svéta viibec.
Vznikl u mladé firmy North American na konci tficatych let minulého stoleti. Pro soutéZ vypsanou USAAF pro kategorii basic
trainer zkonstruovali konstruktéfi North Americanu prototyp NA-16, dolnoploSnik smiSené konstrukce s otevienymi prostory
osadky. Podle pozadavkd USAAF dostal prekonstruovany prototyp, pfeznaeny na NA-18, uzavieny prekryt osadky. Pro USAAF
byl vyrabén jako BT-9, pro US Navy jako NJ-1. Dal§i modernizace pfinesla poloskofepinovou konstrukci trupu.
S tou byl tento letoun vyrabén pro USAAF (BT-14), dle pozadavkl RAF (Yale Mk.l) a Francie (NA-64). Zatahovaci podvozek se
objevil u dal$i verze, BC-1/SNJ-1, ktera se ale vratila k trupu potazenému platnem. RAF tuto verzi objednalo pod oznacenim
Harvard Mk.I. Finalni verzi, kombinujici poloskofepinovou konstrukci trupu se zatahovacim podvozkem se stala verze BC-1A,
preznacena na AT-6. USAAF totiz zavedlo novou kategorii advanced trainer, do které se stale t6z8i a vykonéjsi letoun skvéle
hodil. Pro US Navy se vyrabél pod oznacenim SNJ-2. DalSi verze byly vyvijeny dle valecnych potieb. Postupné byly do konce
valky vyrobeny verze AT-6A, B, C, D a F. VSechny tyto verze byly pohanény verzemi motoru R-1340. Verze
AT-6E, pohanéna motorem Ranger V-770, zlistala v prototypu. Po valce byla vyrabéna verze AT-6G. US Navy a US Marines
pouzivalo Texany také, SNJ-2 az SNJ-7. Verze SNJ-4C dostala pfistavaci hak a byla pouzivana pro vycvik namornich pilotd. Pro
Velkou Britanii byly vyrabény Harvardy s odliSnostmi dle britskych pozadavku. Verze Mk.1l odpovidala AT-6(BC-1A), verze Mk.IIA
odpovidala AT-6C. V licenci firmy Noordyun byl pro RAF vyrdbé&n Harvard Mk.IIB. Verze Harvard Mk.lll vychazela
zverze AT-6D. Harvard Mk.IV byl pak povale¢nou verzi, odpovidajici AT-6G. Ta byla vyrabéna v Kanadé od roku 1951.

Podle verzi byly Texany/Harvardy pouzivany k pilotnimu nebo stfeleckému vycviku. Harvardy pouzivalo nejen britské RAF, ale i
dalsi letectva Commonwealthu, RCAF, RNZAF, RSAAF, SRAF nebo IAF. Vzhledem k poctu vyrobenych letadel a jejich kvalité se
Texany/Harvardy b&éhem a po druhé svétové valce masivneé rozsifily po celém svété. K tomu pfispéloito, ze se kromé vycviku dal
pouzit jako lehky bitevni letoun. Povale¢na verze AT-6G byla pouzita ve valce v Koreji jako letoun vzdusnych navodcich. Vycet
uzivatelu je velmi Siroky.

Rozpéti: 12,81 m, délka: 8,84 m, vyska: 3,57 m, maximalni rychlost: 335 km/h, dostup: 7400 m, dolet: 1 175 km.
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Baruy GUNZE/ GUNZE Golour No.

Mask (M) - for schema D only QA Aluminium / hlinik Hs/c8
N\ Flat Black / éerné matné H12/C33
L : R : Interior Green / interiérova zelena ~ H57/C27
: / Linen (Tan) / platno H27/C44
| Olive Drab / olivova H52/C12
| : Burnt Iron / opéleny kov H76/C61
: . Tire Black / barva pneu H77/C137
: . Gloss Black / ¢erna leskla H2/C2
! 0‘ Grayish Blue / modrosedé H337/C337
!()5 Clear Red / éira Gervena H90/C47
Q Clear Blue / ¢ira modra H93/C50
‘.. Clear Green / Cira zelena H94/C138
,: Clear Amber / Cird jantarova H92/C49
t) White / leskla bilé H1/C1
2x

Scheme E
Harvard Mk.IV only

Scheme E
Harvard Mk.IV only
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Scheme E
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I7] Scheme A, B,C,D, F

To install the underwing armament go to Step 12
8 and measure everything carefully and drill holes

according to the pins on the racks

Pro instalaci podvésené vyzbroje jdéte do Step 12

vSe si dukladné rozmérte a vyvrtejte otvory podie
kolikt na zavésnicich
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all schemes

STEP 8

scheme E

scheme D

spravna pozice antén,

viz schema kamuflaze
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Application of masks for scheme D / pouZiti masek pro schema D
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LT-6G Texan, LTA-585, named Carrel I, served with the 6147th Tactical
Air Control Group, USAF, operating out of K-47 Air Base in Chuncheon
between 1952 and 1953 during the Korean War.

Modified into the LT-6G variant, these Texans performed critical duties
as Forward Air Controllers (FAC) for fighter-bombers. During their
famous "Mosquito" missions, these otherwise unarmed aircraft would
mark enemy positions and targets using smoke rockets.

Scheme A

LT-6G Texan, LTA-585, pojmenovany Carrel I, 6147. Tactical Air Control
Group, USAF, zékladna K-47 Cchunéchon, 1952-53, Korea. Texany,
upravené na verzi LT-6G slouZily béhem valky v Koreji jako predsunuti
letecti dispecefi (FAC) pro stihaci bombardéry. Pfi ,Mosquito’ misich,
oznacovaly, jinak nevyzbrojené Texany, nepratelské cile kourovymi
raketami.
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LT-6G Texan, LTA-544, piloted by First Lieutenant Peter Darakis, 6148th Tactical
Control Squadron, 6147th Tactical Control Group, USAF, K-47 Air Base
Chuncheon, 1952-53, Korea. Peter Darakis, whose parents were of Greek origin,
flew 52 missions in Korea and was twice awarded the Distinguished Flying
Cross (DFC). On March 10, 1953, while flying a different Texan, he was shot down
by a direct hit from anti-aircraft fire. The aircraft crashed in enemy territory; both
pilot Peter Darakis and observer SFC Forrest L. Price died in the cockpit.

Scheme B

LT-6G Texan, LTA-544, pilot nadporucik Peter Darakis, 6148. Tactical
Control Squadron, 6147. Tactical Control Group, USAF, zdkladna K-47
Cchunéchon, 1952-53, Korea. Peter Darakis, jehoz rodic¢e pochazeli
z Recka, odlétal v Koreji 52 misi a dvakrét byl vyznamenéan DFC. 10.
brezna 1953 byl v jiném Texanu sestfelen pfimym zasahem protivzdus-
né obrany. Ten se Zzfitil na nepratelské uzemi, v jeho kabiné zemreli
pilot Peter Darakis a pozorovatel SFC Forrest L. Price.

Red

H327/C327
8| |[— 25
4. AIR [
493¢
e B
30
pecial
OBBY
A Yellow B Black C  Olive Drab D Aluminium E  Aluminium paint
C ) Zluta - Cerna - Olivova € > Hiinik C > Hilinikova barva
H4/C4 H12/C33 H52/C12 H8/C8 H8+11/C8+62



AT-6D Texan, C.6-181, 463-1, Ala Mixta No. 46, 463rd Squadron, Spanish AT-6D Texan,(C.6-181) 463-1, Ala Mixta No.46, 463. Escuadron, Ejército
Air Force (Ejército del Aire ), Gando Air Base, Gran Canaria, 1960s. del Aire (Spanéiské vojenské letectvo), zakladna Gando, Grand
These Texans, armed with wing-mounted machine guns and underwing Canaria, Sedesata léta 20. stoleti, Texany, vyzbrojené kulomety v kfidle
racks, served as part of the defense of the Canary Islands and Spanish a zavésniky slouZily vramciobrany Kanarskych ostrovii a Spanélskych
territories in Africa. uzemi'v Africe.
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T-6G Texan, OH, 115-237, EALA 5/72, Armee de I'Air de Algerie, Colomb T-6G Texan,0OH/115-237 EALA 5/72, Armee de IAir de Algerie, zakladna
Béchar Air Base, Algeria, late 1956. Many EALA units (Light Tactical Colomb Béchar,Alzir, konec roku 1956. Mnoho jednotek EALA
Support Squadrons) operated Texans with striking color schemes; the (squadrony lehké taktické podpory) pouzivalo Texany s vyraznym
Texans of EALA 5/72 stood out among them with their distinctive shark barevnym oznacenim, Texany EALA 5/72 s tlamou, ¢ernymi doplriky
mouth, black nose accents, and eyes painted on the wheel covers. pridé a oky na krytech kol mezi nimivynikala.
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AT-6 Harvard, no.29, Golden Eagle Sqn - Tayeset HaNesher HaZahav,
Israel Air Force, Operation Kadesh, October 1956. Israel acquired her
Harvard / Texan trainer aircraft in 1948 and put them to service in the
ground attack role during the War of Independence, armed with bombs
on underwing racks. In the early 1950s, the aircraft were relegated to the
training role and flew with the Flying School from Sde Sirkin base. in
1956 these ex-school machines were pressed back to operations,
armed with eight unguided missiles under each wing and flown by
the instructors.

Scheme E

AT-6 Harvard, ¢.29, perut' Golden Eagle - Tayeset HaNesher HaZahav,
Israel Air Force, Operace Kade$, fijen 1956. Izrael zakoupil letadla
Harvard/ Texan v roce 1948 a vyuZil je k utokim na pozemni cile béhem
Valky o nezavislost. Stroje byly tehdy vyzbrojeny bombami na
zavésnicich pod kridlem. Na zacatku padesatych let byla tato letadla
presunuta do letecké Skoly na zakladné Sde Sirkin a pouzivana k
vycviku. V roce 1956 byly stroje ze Skoly povolany zpét do bojové
sluzby a vyzbrojené osmi nefizenymi raketami pod kazdou polovinou
kfidla a pilotovany instruktory.
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AT-6C (?) Texan, No. 206, piloted by al-Abed with gunner/mechanic Mubhi al-Din Wadi, No. 1
Sqn, Syrian Air Force, July 1948. In an aerial dogfight over Quneitra on July 10, 1948, Muhi
al-Din Wadi managed to shoot down an Avia S.199 fighter piloted by Lionel Bloch, though he
was mortally wounded in the process. On July 16, Texan No. 206 was either shot down by
Israeli anti-aircraft defense or broke up in mid-air during a dive due to faulty repairs
following damage sustained on June 10. South African volunteer Lionel (Les) Morris Bloch
was listed as missing in action until 1994, when his body was discovered and he was buried
with full honors, attended by his family as well as active and former members of the IAF's
101st Squadron, including President Ezer Weizman, Bloch's brother-in-arms from 1948.

Scheme F

66

AT-6C (?) Texan, No.206, pilot al-Abed a stielec/mechanik Muhi al-Din Wadi, No.1 Sqn, Syrské
letectvo, Cervenec 1948. V leteckém hoji nad Kunejtrou (Quneitra) 10. cervence 1948 dokazal Muhi
al-Din Wadi sestrelit stihacku Avia S.199, pilotovanou Lionelem Blochem. Sam byl pritom smrtelné
zranén. 16. Cervence byl Texan No. 206 sestielen izraelskou protivzdusnou obranou nebo se
rozpadl ve vzduchu ve stfemhlavém letu diky nedokonalé opravé po poskozeni 10. Cervna.
Jihoafricky dobrovolnik Lionel (Les) Morris Bloch byl veden jako nezvéstny az do roku 1994, kdy
bylo nalezeno jeho télo a on byl diistojné pohrben za Gcasti rodiny a aktivnich a byvalych clenti
101. Squadrony IAF, véetné presidenta Ezera Weizmana, Blochova spolubojovnika z roku 1948.
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