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Renard R.31

‘Belgian Reconnaissance Plane’
EN — History

The Renard R.31 was a reconnaissance type, and the only Belgian designed aircraft used by the Aéronautique Militaire
in combat missions during the German invasion of 1940, although two other Belgian designs, the Stampe SV-4 and
SV-5 were used in the non-combat training and liaison roles. Alfred Renard designed the R.31 in 1931. The Rolls-Royce
Kestrel powered prototype first flew on 16 October 1932, piloted by Charles Rooms, and flying tests began in November.
A second prototype fitted with a Lorraine Pétrel engine proved unsuccessful in testing. An initial order of 28 aircraft was
placed in March 1932. The standard production aircraft differed slightly from the prototype with a dihedral wing of 2
degrees and an improved oil tank. Production started in 1934, and a further six were ordered in August 1935.
At least one airframe, N21, was fitted with a hook under the fuselage to retrieve message pouches from the ground. Two
more, N2 & N18, were modified as trainers for use by the Wewelgem flight-school, although they probably reverted to
the standard configuration later on. N10 and another unidentified airframe were modified and designated R.32. They had
more powerful Gnome et Rhone and Hispano-Suiza engines to improve high-altitude performance, and were fitted with
an enclosed cockpit. Trials resulted in the Hispano-Suiza variant catching fire and N.10 being returned to R-31 standard,
as the R-32 was not put into production. The R.31 served with the 9" escadrille “Blue Sioux” and 11" escadrille “Red Sioux”, in
May 1940 based in Bierset, Li¢ge, with 11 and 10 aircraft each respectively. The “Blue Sioux” moved to Duras on May 10" 1940,
then to Steenokkerzeel, and between the 13" and 17" constantly relocating to Grimbergen, Hemiksem, Nieuwkerken-Waas, and
Zwevezeele. Finally, on May 26" at Lombarsijde, two aircraft were lost on landing, and when Belgium surrendered on May 28" the
remaining four R-31s still in flying condition were sabotaged by their crews. The “Red Sioux” left Biersetfor Hannut on May 10",
then relocated to Hingene and Peutie on the 11", Ursel on the 16", Zwevezeele on the 20", and finally to Stene, Ostende by the 26".
Two days later Belgian troops sabotaged the five surviving R.31s following the nation's surrender. The 9" and 11" escadrilles
completed 26 and 23 operational missions respectively in support of the Allied armies. Whilst no Renard R-31 survived the May
1940 campaign, construction of areplica aircraft commenced in 2018 using original Renard plans.

Specifications: parasol wing single-engine observation aircraft of metal construction. Engine: Rolls-Royce Kestrel
developing 487 hp. Wingspan 14,4 m, length 9,25 m, wing area 32 m’. Maximum speed: 300 km/h. Ceiling 9,300 m,
range 950 km. Weapons: one fixed Browning machine-gun in fuselage, one flexible for rear defence, four 10kg bombs
under wings (not used operationally).

CZ - Historie

Prizkumny Renard R.31 byl navrZen Alefredem Renardem v roce 1931. Prvni prototyp vzlétl, pilotovan Charlesem Roomsem,
16. fijna 1932. Prvni prototyp pohanél motor R& Kestrel, druhy prototyp byl zalétan s motorem Lorraine Pétrel. Pro sériovou
produkci byl vybran britsky motor. Prvni objednavka na 28 letadel byla zaddna v bfeznu 1932, jest¢ pted vzletem prototypu.
Vyroba se rozebéhla v roce 1934. Standardni sériové kusy se od prototypu mirné lisily vzepétim kiidla zvétSenym o 2 stupné a
vylep§enou olejovou nadrzi. DalSich Sest kusti bylo objednano v srpnu 1935. Dva zesériovych kusi byly pfestavény zastavbou
motord Gnome et Rhone a Hispano-Suiza na verzi Renard R.32. R.32 nebyl sériové vyrabén a stroje byly piestavény zpét na
standardni R.31. Nejméné¢ jeden drak letadla, N21, byl vybaven hakem pod trupem pro vytahovani pouzder se zpravami ze zeme.
Dvadalsi, N2 aN18, byly upraveny jako cvi¢né letouny pro leteckou skolu Wewelgem, ackoli se pozdéji pravdépodobné vratily ke
standardni konfiguraci. Ranardy R.31 byly zatfazeny pred vypuknutim valky k 9. escadrille ,,Blue Sioux* a 11. escadrille ,,Red
Sioux“ se zdkladnou v Biersetu v Lutychu, s 11, respektive 10 letadly. Po titoku Wehrmachtu na Belgii se ,,Modii Siouxové 10.
kvétna 1940 presunuli do Durasu, poté do Steenokkerzeelu a mezi 13. a 17. kvétnem ustupovali postupné¢ do Grimbergenu,
Hemiksemu, Nieuwkerken-Waasu a Zwevezeele. Nakonec, 26. kvétna v Lombarsijde, byly pfi piistani ztraceny dva letouny a
kdyz se Belgie 28. kvétna vzdala, zbyvajici ¢tyti stale I1étajici R.31 byly jejich posadkami zniceny. ,,Rudi Siouxové® opustili
Bierset 10. kvétna a odletéli do Hannutu, pod tlakem Wehrmachtu pak ustupovali 11. kvétna do Hingene a Peutie, 16. kvétna do
Urselu, 20. kvétna do Zwevezeele a nakonec 26. kvétna do Stene v Ostende. O dva dny pozdgji po kapitulaci Belgie bylo pét
prezivsich R.31 vlastnimi osadkami, aby nepadly do rukou nepfitele. 9. a 11. escadrilly uskute¢nily 26, respektive 23 operacnich
misi na podporu spojeneckych armad za letecké prevahy nepfitele. Renard R.31 byl jedinym bojovym letounem belgické
konstrukce nasazenym proti tto¢icimu Némecku ( Stampe SV-4 a SV-5 byly pouze pouzity v nebojovych cviénych a styénych
rolich). Ackoli zZddny Renard R-31 nepfezil kampaii v kvétnu 1940, v roce 2018 zacala konstrukce repliky letounu s pouzitim
puvodnich planti Renardu.

Specifikace: jednomotorovy pozorovaci letoun s ktidly typu parasol s kovovou konstrukei. Motor: Rolls-Royce Kestrel o vykonu
487 koni. Rozpéti kiidel 14,4 m, délka 9,25 m, plocha kidla 32 m2. Maximalni rychlost: 300 km/h. Dostup 9 300 m, dolet 950 km.
Vyzbroj: jeden pevny kulomet Browning v trupu, jeden pohyblivy pro ochranu zadni polosféry, ctyfi 10kg bomby pod kiidly
(operacné se nepouzivaly)

Parts slightly distorted and bent owing to temperature changes or due to material aging can be straightened to requested shape by hot water or hot air jet (hair
dryer). This process can be repeated till result is entirely satisfactory. You can also correct bent 3D printed parts: put them into hot water, straighten them and cool
them in cold water. For best result use cyanoacrylate glue! Ungreasing contact areas is recommended before gluing. Wires and rods not included.

Resinové dily ohnuté popf. pokroucené vlivem teplotnich zmén a starnuti materialu, mohou byt narovnany do pozadovaného tvaru pomoci proudu teplé vody
nebo vzduchu (fén na vlasy). Ohnuté 3D tisky narovnejte ponofenim do horké vody, srovnejte je a zchladte studenou vodou. K lepeni pouzit kyanoakrylatové
lepidlo! Kontaktni plochy doporucujeme pred lepenim odmastit. Rizné dratky a tycinky nejsou prilozeny.
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Baryy GONZE/ GUNZE Coloar Ne.

Cerna / Black H12/C33 % Opaleny kov / Burnt Iron SMo5

Cerné pneumatiky / Tire Black H77/C137 (% Dievo / Wood H37/C43

% Kovové ¢erna / Metal Black H28/C78 (% Zlutohnéda / Tan H27/C44

Zelena khaki / Khaki Green H80/C54 % Platno / Sail H85/C45

(I% Hlinik / Aluminium H8/C8 % Kuze / Leather H17/C29
SYMBOLS i

NATRIT
GSl @ COLOUR

FARBEN
colours code PEINDRE

POUZIT KYANOAKRYLATOVE LEPIDLO ZHOTOVIT NOVE REZAT/VRTAT
INSTANT CYANOACRYLATE GLUE SCRATCH BUILD - CUT OFF/DRILL
ZYANOAKRYLATKLEBER FERTIGSTELLEN [ ENTFERNEN

COLLE CYANOACRYLAT

MOZNOST VOLBY OHNOUT
OPTIONAL . BEND

NACH BELIEBEN BIEGEN

OPTION COURBER

5

ACHEVER DETACHER

1 PE6
5 prezky / buckles
| pasy / belts

3 Pfedni palubni deska PUR11 Zadni palubni deska PUR12
Front instrument panel PUR11 Rear instrument panel PUR12

pouZij obtisk F1 aZ F3 a R1 aZ R3, palubni desky byly v barvé lapovaného hliniku
use decal F1 to F3 and R1 to R3, instrument panels were in brushed aluminium color
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Resinovy model obsahujici vyztuzené podvo zko
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‘Rritish WWII Experlmental Glider’ 1
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y model jici obtisky a dvozkové nohy. 1 .48
Resin kit contains decals and strengthened undercarriage legs. '

1/48 Attractive resin kits from the Planet Models line

Made in Czech Republic

more at www.specialhobby.eu



Renard R.31, white 9, aircraft of unit commander Capt Paul Henri de la Lindi, 9¢
Escadrille ‘Sioux Rouge’, Belgian Air Force, January to May 1940. Captain Paul Henri de
la Lindli, son of General Henri de la Lindli, took part in the fights in the spring of 1940 - even
though as commanding officer he was breaking the rules. After the capitulation of Belgium he
fled to Great Britain. He parachuted back into occupied Belgium, and joined the resistance
groups. He was arrested and executed with some of his fellow fighters in the Liége citade/ on
May 31, 1943. White 9 made an emergency landing at Kampenhout after being hit by an A-A
guns on 16th May 1940. It was set on fire by the crew.

Renard R.31, bila 9, pilot Capt. Paul Henri de la Lindi, velitel 11. Escadrille ‘Sioux
Rouge’, Belgické letectvo, leden az kvéten 1940. Kapitan Paul Henri de fa Lindi, syn
generala Josué Henryho de la Lindiho, se na jafe 1940 zdcastnil bojovych akci, i kdyz tim,
jako velici dustojnik, porusoval pfedpisy. Po kapitulaci Belgie uprchi do Velké Britanie. Byl
vysazen padakem do okupované Belgie, kde se zapojil do prace odbojovych skupin. Byl
zatCen a s casti svych spolupracovnikd byl popraven v Lutysské citadele 31. kvétna 1943.
Bila 9 byla zasaZena protivzdusnou obranou a nouzoveé pfistala v Kampenhoutu 16. kvétna
1940. Byla zapalena osadkou.
16 15

Of°

CAM. A 12 11
A—
1
10
C @
Brass
—
=
-
C
7
1
15 16
ojo
2
A B
Zelend Khaki Hlinikovy lak
- Khaki Green O Aluminium Dope
H80 / C54 H8 / C8

C 12
O Lapovany hlinik Barva pneu
Brushed Aluminium Tire Black
SMO1+spot H8/C8 H77/Cl137



Renard R.31, white 12, 9é Escadrille ‘Sioux Bleu’, Belgian Air Force, January to Renard R.31, bila 12, 9. Escadrille ‘Sioux Bleu’, Belgické letectvo, leden aZ kvéten
May 1940 1940
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Lysander Mk.IlI (SD)

Conversion set
Set contains 3D printed parts and decals
for four camouflage versions
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‘Belgian wings’ in Special Hobby kits
more at www.specialhobby.eu



