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Fairey Barracuda Mk.llI
& ‘ASV Mk.XI Radar’

In 1937, seventeen British aircraft manufacturing companies were sent specification S.27/37 which called for a monoplane torpedo-bomber-
reconnaissance (or TBR) aircraft to serve with the Royal Navy's Fleet Air Arm from aircraft carriers and land bases. Only six companies responded
with designs and the one from Fairey was eventually chosen — “Type 100'. An order for two prototype aircrafts was received on 30 January 1939,
followed by a further 250 production machines on 10 August 1939. Development was led by Fairey’s chief designer M.J.O. Lobelle and his assistant
R.T.Youngman but an early blow for the Type 100 was the cancellation by Rolls Royce of the planned Rolls Royce Exe X block sleeve valved
powerplant, meaning that the aircraft had to be redesigned to accept the only other engine already available, which was the Rolls Royce Merlin VIII.
Despite the ongoing Battle of Britain and the necessity to prioritise fighter plane developement, the Fairey company was able to finish the first prototype
machine - Barracuda Mk.1. The first flight took place on 7 December, 1940 when Fairey s chief pilot C.Staniland took Barracuda Mk.I, P1716 aloft. The
new aircraft was a shoulder-wing monoplane with large externally mounted Youngman type wing flaps under the wings, a retractable undercarriage of
an L shape design which retracted into the wings and side of the fuselage and it was capable of carrying out the roles of torpedo bomber, level and dive
bombing (up to 70 degrees) as well as long-range reconnaissance. It was equipped with an ASV IIN radar set. During test flights some flutter occured
around the tail plane which was consequently redesigned. This delayed the production of the second prototype and other design changes also brought on
an increase of the total weight and thus a lower performance. The first production Mk.I's were fitted with a Rolls Royce Merlin Mk.30 powerplant with a
three-bladed propeller but after only 25 had been built an improved Mk.II variant fitted with a Merlin 32 was put into production. The first few Mk.II
airframes also had three-bladed propellers but the remainder had a four-bladed propeller unit. Even so, the Barracuda was still considered
underpowered and its performance was criticised. Added to this, the quality of production was not up to expectations, mainly with the Blackburn and
Boulton Paul factories. During the early stages of the type’s service several improvements were incorporated such as different styles of exhausts and
fuselage skinning reinforcement aft of the cockpit. During autumn 1943, when Barracudas joined the action, all critics went silent.

Actotal of 1,700 Mk.II Barracudas were built, although this number is sometimes questioned because some of the Mk.II airframes were later converted to
Mk 111 standards equipped with a new centimetric ASV X radar equipment carried under the fuselage. Several machines were also fitted with the smaller
ASH radar (American AN/APS4) in a teardrop-shaped pod carried under the starboard wing. The Mk.IV was fitted with the impressive Rolls Royce
Griffon which was incorporated into a redesigned and lenghtened fuselage. Only seven Mk.IVs were produced, though, as production soon switched
to the improved Barracuda Mk.V which was the last of the familyand came after the war was already over. With an improved Griffon Mk.VII or Mk.VIII
engine, the Mk.V also had longer wings with squared off tips and the crew was officially reduced from three to two. An order was made for 110 of this
variant but only 30 airframes were built before the end of the war brought an end to the production.

Despite being designed primarily as a torpedo bomber, the Barracuda only flew a handful of missions in Norwegian waters carrying this type of
armament and for most of the time its primary role was that of dive bomber. The Barracudas were used during the disembarkment in Italy, several attacks
on Tirpitz (part of them armed with US 1,6001b armour piercing bombs). Before the end of WWII they operated in Europe where they attacked German
naval transports from land bases and aircraft carriers or took part in anti-submarine fights. Since the beginning of 1944, they were also active in the
Indian and Pacific Ocean. Unfortunately the tropical conditions greatly reduced the type's performance, yet despite this Barracudas were used till the
end ofthe war — especially in the attacks on Sumatra, the Andaman islands and Nicobara.

The Barracuda was also flown by Canadian and Dutch squadrons flying as part of the Fleet Air Arm and after the war ended surplus Barracudas were sold
to the French Armée de I Air whose unit 1/56 *Vaucluse' used the type to drop agents behind enemy lines. As the Barracuda was capable of very short
take offs and landings and possessed a sturdy undercarriage, it was suited rather well for thisrole.

Inthe UK, Barracudas were used throughout the 1940's and then decommissioned.

Wingspan: 14,50m, Length: 12,18m, Speed: 367 km/h at 500m, Ceiling: 6585m, Range: 1165 km

€2

Vroce 1937 byly celkem 17 vyrobetim letadel ve Velké Britanii rozeslany specifikace S.24/37. Ty pozadovaly moderni jednoplo$ny stroj oznaGovany
jako TBR (Torpedo-Bomber-Recconaissance) pro leteckou slozku Royal Navy. Stroje mély operovat jak z palub letadlovych lodi, tak pozemnich
zéakladen. Zajem o vyvoj tohoto letounu projevilo ale jen Sest firem. Z pielozenych projekti byl vybran navrh firmy Fairey Type 100. Ta také dostala
30.1.1939 objednavku na dva prototypy a 10. srpna 1939 zakazku na prvnich 250 kusti. Vyvoj nového typu vedl $étkonstruktér M. J.O. Lobelle s
asistentem R. T Youngmanem. Hned v zacatcich se ale projek dostal do potizi. Vyvoj motoru R&R Exe, ktery mél Type 100 pohanét, byl zastaven.
Projekt byl tedy piepracovan na tehdy jediny dostupny motor R&R Merlin Mk.VIII. Navic diky probihajici Bitvé o Britanii se vyvoj opozd’oval, Fairey
jako jiné firmy se soustfedil na vyrobu stihacek. I tak se podatilo dokoncit prvni prototyp. Ten, s novym bojovym jménem Barracuda Mk.I a serialem
P1767 vzIétl pilotovan $éfpilotem Ch. Stanilandem 7.12.1940. Stroj hornoplo$né koncepce s rozmérnymi Youngmanovymi klapkami za kiidlem,
lomenym zatahovacim podvozkem byl schopen torpédovych utoki, horizontalniho i sttemhlavého bombardovani (do max. thlu 70°) a dalkového
pruzkumu. Byl vybaven radarem ASV IIN. Béhem zkousek se objevil flutter (tfepani) ocasnich ploch. To vedlo k jejich piepracovani. Diky tomu se
opozdila vyroba druh¢ho prototypu i sériovych stroji. Navic upravy zvedly hmotnost a snizily vykony. Prvni sériové stroje pouzivaly motory R&R
Merlin Mk.30 a tfilisté vrtule. Po vyrobeni 25 kust ale vyroba piesla na vylepsenou verzi Barracuda Mk.II. s Merliny Mk.32. Po prvnich n¢kolika
kusech s tfilistymi vrtulemi dal$i Barracudy Mk.II mély montovany ¢tyftlisté vrtule. I tak byly stroje podmotorované a jejich vykony byly teréem kritiky.
Provéazely je i problémy s kvalitou vyroby, ktera probihala hlavné u firem Blackburn a Boulton Paul. Béhem zavadéni do sluzby byly stroje upravovany,
napiiklad se ménily vyfuky ¢i zesiloval potah trupu za kabinou. Na podzim 1943, kdy se Barracudy dostaly do bojovych akeci, kritika utichla. Verze
Mk Il bylo vyrobeno néco pod 1700 kusti, presny pocet je diskutabilni, protoze ¢ast stroji Mk 1l byla pfestavéna na verzi Mk Il s novym radarem ASV
X nesenym pod trupem. Verze Mk.I1I byla vyrobena v 852 kusech. Na vyrobnich linkach se vyrabély verze Mk.II a Mk.III soucastné. Cast stroji dostala
misto radaru ASV X mensi radar ASH (americky AN/APS4) v kapkovitém pouzdru pod pravou polovinu kiidla. Verze Mk.IV dostaly vykoné&jsi motor
R&R Griffon T.1 v prodlouzeném trupu. Bylo vyrobeno ale jen sedm kusti. Posledni sériovou, ale jiz povéale¢nou verzi se stala Barracuda Mk.V. Trup
této verze byl prodlouzeny a upraveny, stejné jako kiidla s hranatymi koncovymi oblouky. Byla pohanéna motorem R&R Griffon VII nebo VIII a byla
pouze dvoumistna. Vyrobena byla ve 30 kusech, objednavkana 110 dalSich byla stornovana.

A¢ byla Barracuda stavéna primarné jako torpédovy bombardér, utoki s torpédy bylo provedeno jen nékolik v norskych vodach. Barracudy byly
uzivany hlavné jako sttemhlavé bombardéry. Zt¢astnily se vylodéni v Italii, nékolika Gtokiti na Tirpitz (¢ast s ptivodné americkymi bombami AP o vaze
1600 liber) a do konce valky v Evropé utocily z pozemnich zakladen i letadlovych lodi na némeckou ndmoini dopravu v norskych vodach a vykonavaly
protiponorkové akce. Od roku 1944 operovaly také v Indickém a Tichém, oceanu. Tropické podminky ale snizovaly jejich vykony. Itak byly pouzivany
az do konce valky. S jejich plisobenim jsou spojeny utoky na Sumatru, Andamanské ostrovy ¢i Nicobary. Barracudy pouzivalo také kanadské a
nizozemské namorinictvo a to jiz za valky v ramci FAA, po valce pod vlastnim vedenim. Dal$im uZzivatelem se stala Francie, respektive jednotka 1/56
Vaucluse. Ta pouzivala Barracudy k vysazovani agentl za neptatelskymi liniemi. K tomu se ptivodné namoini stroj s kratkym vzletem a pfistanim a
odolnym podvozkem skvéle hodil.

Ve Velké Britanii slozily Barracudy do konce ¢tyticatych let a pak byly vyfazeny.
Rozpéti: 14,50 m, Délka: 12,18 m, Rychlost: 367 km/h ve vysce 500 m, Dostup: 6585 m, Dolet: 1165 km
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OPTIONAL INSTANT CYANOACRYLATE GLUE BEND SCRATCH BUILD
MOZNOST VOLBY POUZIT KYANOAKRYLATOVE LEPIDLO OHNOUT ZHOTOVIT NOVE
NACH BELIEBEN ZYANOAKRYLATKLEBER BIEGEN FERTIGSTELLEN

OPTION ADHESIF CYANOACRYLAT COURBER ACHEVER

4.

CUT OFF/DRILL COLOUR
REZAT/VRTAT | GSI @)  NATRIT

ENTFERNEN FARBEN
DETACHER colours code. o \pre

GET YOUR BARRA READY FOR THE NEXT OP!

F72326
Barracuda Crew
Members
Standing (3 fig.)

MK

ASTED'S RITS
F72330
Barracuda
Mechanics

(3 figures, aboard
carrier w/ raincoat)

7352 Antisubmarine 7353 Antisubmarine 7354 Antisubmarine
250Ib Mk.VIIl bombs (4 pcs) 500Ilb Mk.IV bombs (2 pcs) 600Ib Mk.I bombs (2 pcs)

facebook.com/specialhobby www.specialhobby.eu www.cmkkits.com
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@ Cerné/ BLACK H12/C33
X Ocelova / STEEL H18/C28
Opleny kov/BURNT IRON H76/C61
Cerna na pneu. / TIRE BLACK ~ HT7/C137
:" Zluté / Yellow H329/C329
S Sedozelens /GREY GREEN ~ H334/C334
Gervenohnéda /RED BROWN  HA7IC41

) Tmavy kov/ DARK IRON mc214
{\ Hlinik / ALUMINIUM MC218
7\ Mosaz/BRASS MC219

Camo colour
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Note: Postwar aircraft depicted in this kit's marking options did not carry torpedoes and bombs.

Pozn: Povale€né letouny, které jsou pfedlohou této stavebnice, torpéda ani bomby nenesly.
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Fairey Barracuda Mk.Ill, RJ797/302-MF, No.750 Fairey Barracuda Mk.Ill, RJ797/302-MF, No.750
Naval Air Squadron, RNAS St. Merryn, August 1952. Naval Air Squadron, RNAS St. Merryn, srpen 1952.
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ﬁpe cial
A Extra Dark Sea Grey B Sky C  Flat Black D Yeliow E  Red F Oyster White OBBV
Velmi tmavé morska Seda Nebeska Matné cera Zluta Cervena Krémové bila
H333/C333 C368 H12/C33 H329/C329 H3/C3 H1/H318 90%/10%
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fairey Barracuda Mk.IlI, PM933/N6L, No.810 Naval Fairey Barracuda Mk.Ill, PM933/N6L, No.810 Naval

‘Aif Squadron, RAF base Beccles, May 1945. Air Squadron, zakladna RAF Beccles, kvéten 1945.
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pecial

A Extra Dark Sea Grey B Dark Slate Grey C  Sky D Flat Black E  Yellow ﬁOBB“
Velmi tmava mofska Seda Tmava bridlicova Seda Nebeska Matna ceméa Zluté

H78/C38 50% C368 H12/C33 H329/C329

‘ H333/C333
H32/C40 50%
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Fairey Barracuda Mk.1lI, RJ933/GN-311, No.815 Fairey Barracuda Mk.lll, RJ933/GN-311, No.815

‘Naval Air Squadron, RNAS Eglinton, November 1951.  Naval Air Squadron, RNAS Eglinton, listopad 1951.
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A Extra Dark Sea Grey B Sky C  Flat Black D Yellow OBBV
Velmi tmavé mof'ska Seda Nebeska Matné cerna Zluta
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fairey Barracuda Mk.lll, RK476/301-S, ELA 1./56 Fairey Barracuda Mk.Ill, RK476/301-S, ELA 1./56
Vaucluse, based at Persan-Beaumont, late 1940s. Vaucluse, zakladna Persan-Beaumont, konec
| Styricatych let.

25 (4)

ﬁpe cial
A Royal Navy Blue B Fiat Black C  VYelow OBBV

Namorni modré Matna cerné Zluta
H12/C33 H329/C329

H326/C326
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